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“No important water-sharing treaty has been signed in 
the world in this century, indicating how increasing water 
stress is making sharing and cooperation more difficult,” 
said strategic affairs expert Brahma Chellaney, author of 
the book, ‘Water: Asia’s New Battleground’.



Geographical 
Information
● Originates in the Himalayas, 

flows through the Indian States 
of Sikkim and West Bengal 
before entering Bangladesh

● The Teesta Valley is rich in 
biodiversity (home to a 4000 
varieties of plants and a number 
of endangered species)  and 
provides livelihoods to the 
residents along its 393 km body 
in both India and Bangladesh. 

● Within a distance of 100 km, the 
river varies from 8598m to 
213m so it has been argued 
that it is ideal for hydropower 
development → this area is also 
prone to earthquakes, 
landslides and frequent floods http://i456.photobucket.com/albums/qq282/raj0410/DSC00322.jpg
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Political, Social and Economic Background

● Water government policies in South Asia tend to be more 
state-centered, technocentric, exclusionary, nationalistic and 
often ignores human, ecological and social issues within 
their policies

● In recent years there has been collusion between politicians 
and both domestic and foreign investors in water related 
infrastructure projects

● Home to 21% of the world’s population, the region only has 
access to 8.3% of the world’s resources (water availability 
per capita has declined by 70% since the 1950s

● High rates of poverty and low levels of development, 
urbanization, population expansion increase the need for 
water, food and energy

● While variations in rainfall patterns and weather systems due 
to climate change have already made the region susceptible 
to floods, droughts and natural disasters

● 21 million people in Bangladesh are either directly or 
indirectly dependent on the Teesta river

http://www.darinmcquoid.
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Background Information

● Only one comprehensible river pact has been signed by India and 
Bangladesh → a 1996 bilateral treaty that established a 30 year water 
sharing arrangement between the two countries

● India was allocated 39% of the water and Bangladesh 36%
● The treaty also permits the construction of barrages and irrigation projects 

draining the South western districts and thus preserving the environment, 
natural and economic resources 



The Conflict

● The deal fell through when the newly elected Chief Minister of West Bengal refused 
to approve the treaty because she feared that the loss of the high volume of water 
to Bangladesh would cause problems in India during the dry season → because 
Minister Banerjee was a key coalition partner of the ruling central government, this 
could not be approved without her support 

● In May 2012, the Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dipu Moni warned that bilateral 
relations would be complicated if India fails to deliver on the water sharing 
agreement

● Both countries also have plans to utilise the river for hydropower generation and 
irrigation and consequently the availability of water, especially during the dry 
seasons is declining



Existing/Proposed Hydrological Structures 
in the Basin

● Approximately 30 major hydropower dams have been planned on the river
● The government of India’s Interlinking Rivers Project proposes to 

eventually irrigate 30 million hectares and generate 20,000 to 25,000 → 
Bangladesh has protested that that would lessen the water availability 
downstream and increase flooding

● The government of India seeks to dam the last free-flowing 13 kms (8 
miles) of the Teesta River for hydropower when already over 71 kms (44 
miles) of the river is either in reservoirs or diverted through tunnels for 
hydropower generation.



Backlash in India
● The Teesta river has also been a constant 

battleground between the Indian government and 
the native people in Sikkim

● Community efforts by groups such as the Affected 
Citizens of Teesta (ACT) and Sikkim Bhutia 
Lepcha Apex Committee (SIBLAC) have resulted 
in the Government of Sikkim cancelling the 
construction of a total of 10 dams, with the last 
four cancelled in June 2012.

● internationalrivers.org and similar organizations 
are working to support groups that are fighting 
dams on the Teesta River and joins them in their 
efforts to protect this environmentally and 
culturally unique region in Northeast India.

http://www.loupiote.com/photos_l/14832771755-
dam-construction-teesta-river-lanco-hydro-power-
project-sikkim-india.jpg

http://www.actsikkim.com/
http://www.actsikkim.com/
http://www.siblac.org/
http://www.siblac.org/


Backlash in Bangladesh
● Farmers are very concerned, and say that because 

of the large number of hydropower dams planned 
upstream in India, they are not sure how long they 
will continue to get water when they need it.

● For example, the average flow of Teesta in the last 
ten days of March was 315 cusecs in 2015 
compared to 550 cusecs during same period in 
2014.

● Alarming increases in deforestation and erosion at 
the upper levels of the Ganges river also increases 
the deposition of silt at the lower level (in 
Bangladesh), which is already measured at 2 
million tonnes annually, along with increased 
salinity have also led to desertification.

● The diversion of the river has raised salinity levels, 
contaminated fisheries, hindered navigation and 
posed a threat to water quality and public health.

http://www.thedailystar.
net/sites/default/files/styles/big_4/public/feature/im
ages/teesta_0.jpg?
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d0fda
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Possible Solutions

● Both countries should establish relationships and trust with each while at the same time creating networks 
between key actors, grassroots organizations etc. 

● They should be in contact with grassroots in order to stop the negotiations being between just two people 
and involve more opinions that are also representative of the people who are affected by the river. Also 
because environmental organizations would provide a less biased view on decisions to make about the river
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